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COMMENTS

Woods CommunicationsCorporation(“Woods”), the licenseeofKLCW-TV,

Wolfforth, Texas(Facility ID No. 77719), hereby submitsits comments in responseto the

FCC’s Seventh FurtherNoticeof Proposed Rule Making (“FNPRM”) in the above-captioned

proceeding(FCC 06-150,released October20,2006). Forthereasonsset forth below,

Woods hereby requests that the FCC grantits requestfor an alternativechannel assignment

for KLCW-TV, namely digital Channel43 for post-transition operation.

KLCW-TV operateson NTSC Channel22 and has notbeenassigneda paireddigital

channel.As an in-core single channel,or “singleton,”station,Woodshad the option to defer

its digital channelelectionfor KLCW-TV until the SecondRound. AlthoughWoodsdid

deferits election(see FCC File No.BFRECT-20050209AK1),Woodswas under themistaken

impression that it haddeferredits intended electionof digital Channel43 to the ThirdRound,

not the SecondRound. As a resultofthat inadvertent error,Woodsdid not submitits election

of digital Channel43 during the SecondRound. OnMay 5, 2006, theCommissionreleased

its Public Noticeannouncingthe tentativechanneldesignationsfor stations participatingin

theSecondRound(DA 06-991). BecauseWoods did not participate in the SecondRound,the



FCCautomaticallyassignedKLCW-TV a tentative channel designationon Channel22, the

station’sanalogchannel. Id. at 1-2.

Following thereleaseofthatPublicNotice,Woodssoughtinformal adviceasto the

mostappropriatewayto rectify its inadvertenterror and tosecuredigital Channel43 for post-

transition operationofKLCW-TV, including whether Woodsshouldsubmitits electionfor

that channelduringthe ThirdRound. FCC staffinformally advised that Woodsshouldnot

submitits electionofdigital Channel43 during the ThirdRound,but insteadshouldwait until

the releaseofthe proposedDTV TableofAllotmentsandfile commentsin that proceeding

requestingan alternativechannelassignmentfor KLCW-TV.

Uponreviewofthe FNPRM, Woods understands that the FCCdoesnot presently

contemplate theconsiderationofrequestsfor alternative channel assignments under these

circumstances.FNPRMat 11. However,for the reasons set forth below, Woods believes that

good cause exists towaive therestrictionson filing requestsfor alternativechannel

assignments and respectfullyrequeststhat the FCCconsiderat this time Woods’ request that

KLCW-TV be assigned digital Channel for43 for post-transitionoperation.

As indicatedabove, Woods haslong intended toelectto operate KLCW-TVon digital

Channel43 and, but forits inadvertenterror,would havemadethat channel election in the

Second Round.Woods’ desireto operateKLCW-TV on digital Channel43 is basedon

compelling business andpublic interest reasons.

At the outset, Woodsrejectedflashcuttingon its existinganalog channelin large

measure because doing so wouldpostponeKLCW-TV’s initiation ofdigital service until the

endofthe transition in February2009. Sucha delayedroll-out ofdigital servicewould

disadvantagethestation with respectto its in-marketcompetitors. In addition, the tower on
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which KLCW-TV’s analog antennais locatedis scheduled for demolition at the endof the

digital transition. Given thelimited availability oftower spacein themarket,if KLCW-TV

werecompelledto operateon digital Channel22 post transition, thestationwould have no

choice but to operatefrom a tower thatis shorterthanits existingtower,which mayadversely

affect its ability to serveits viewersandfurther erodeits competitive position in themarket.

Significantly, these issueswould be resolvedif Woodswereto be authorized to

operate from digital Channel43. Specifically,Woods has reachedan understanding with the

licenseeofanotherin-market televisionstationthat operates from a new, tallertower, to

combinetheirtwo digital stationsin anewbroadbandantenna.Thatbroadband antennais

equippedto operate ondigital Channels34 through43, but cannot accommodate digital

Channel22. BecauseWoodsalso has access to atransmitterandfeedlinefor use with digital

channels34 to 43, post-transition operationofKLCW-TV on digital Channel43 would entail

minimal up-frontcostsandwould resultin improved populationcoveragewithin the market.

Moreover, operationfrom digital Channel43 couldenableWoodsto initiate digital service on

KLCW-TV at somepointin 2007as opposedto February2009,andwould give Woods the

ability to implementfuture populationcoverageimprovementsthat wouldnot beavailableon

digital Channel22.

Accordingto the FNPRM,licenseesthatwish to changetheirDTV channel allotment

but do not fall within one ofthe approved categories are directedto wait until the DTV Table

ofAllotments has been finalized to request a changein theirallotment. FNPRMat 11. Given

that such requestscannotbe filed until theproposedDTV Tableof Allotmentshas been

finalizedand thelikelihoodthat adoptionofthefinal DTV Table will be delayeddueto the

anticipatedfilings of petitionsfor reconsideration(FNPRM at 12),Woodsis understandably
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concernedthat it will not be possible to successfully prosecute such a rule making to amend

the DTV TableofAllotmentsandthereaftercomplete constructionof thenewfacilities on

digital Channel43, all prior to February17, 2009,the endof the DTV transition. As a

consequence, Woods couldbe forced to incur,within a veryshortperiodoftime, the

unnecessaryand potentially significantcostsofconstructionoftwo newdigital television

facilities, the firston digital Channel22 andthe secondon digital Channel43. Woods

submits that suchan outcomewould constitute a disproportionatelyharshpenaltyfor its

inadvertentfailure to submitits digital channel electionduring the SecondRound.

GrantofWoods’ requestandthe approvalof its electionofdigital Channel43 in this

proceedingalsowould advancethe publicinterest. Because digital Channel43 remains

availablefor use at Wolfforth, Texas, FCC actionon Woods’request would notadversely

affect any third parties.In addition,processingWoods’ request would eliminate the need to

divertscarce Commission resourcesafterthe adoptionofthe final DTV TableofAllotments

to the resolutionofan issuethatshouldhave beenresolvedduring the SecondRoundofthe

digital channelelectionprocess.
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Conclusion

For the reasonsset forth herein, Woods respectfully requests that the Commission

grantits request for an alternative channel assignment for KLCW-TV andassignthatstation

digital Channel43 for post-transitionoperation.

Respectfullysubmitted,

WOODSCOMMUNICATIONS
CORPORATION

January25,2007 President


